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A new administration at County Hall

At Norfolk County Council’s AGM on 28" May, a new leader and cabinet were appointed from the
ReformUK group who run the council as a minority administration. They wasted no time in managing
to contradict their own position on Local Government Reorganisation, voted against a Liberal
Democrat motion to extend support for households who rely on heating oil (For information, in
Nolfolk that is 17.3% of properties, nationwide it is 3.2%. In the Erpingham division it is 45%!) and
started to make some largely symbolic noise about Net Zero which will more than likely cost the
council more than it will save. The 40 strong reform group is already down to 39 with one
resignation after 25 days. The by-election to elect a replacement will cost taxpayers £20k.

| have been appointed as a member of the Infrastructure and Development Select Committee which
will meet for the first time in July.

Supporting Our Primary Schools

One issue | have been working on since before my election is the proposed closure of Corpusty
Primary School. This is a school that once educated over 100 pupils each year but has seen numbers
fall dramatically over a short period. Whilst rural schools undoubtedly face challenges from falling
birth rates and changing demographics, | do not believe those factors adequately explain the scale of
the decline seen at Corpusty. The community has worked hard to secure the school's future,
including supporting significant housing growth through the Corpusty Neighbourhood Plan
specifically to help sustain local services such as the school. With new homes now being delivered
and additional families expected to move into the area, | believe there are serious questions about
whether closure is being pursued too quickly and whether all available options have been properly
explored.

| wrote to Education Minister Georgia Gould MP who met with North Norfolk MP Steff Aquarone to
call for a thorough examination of the circumstances that have led to this position. In particular, |
believe there should be greater scrutiny of pupil place planning, catchment arrangements and
whether sufficient consideration has been given to alternative options, including transitional support
to allow the benefits of planned housing growth to be realised. More broadly, Corpusty highlights the
pressures facing rural schools across North Norfolk. While some difficult decisions may lie ahead in
the years to come, | want to see a far more strategic approach that gives communities every




opportunity to succeed before closure is considered, and | will continue working to help secure a
sustainable future for our rural schools.

On the 10%™ June | wrote an article for the Eastern Daily Press on Corpusty Primary School where is
available here: Callum Ringer's plea to save Corpusty Primary School | North Norfolk News

Reporting Highway Defects — The fastest and most efficient way

| am sure that most of you are familiar with the reporting procedure for highways defects however
there is no harm in a periodic reminded. This is also helpful information to pass on to residents.

To ensure highway defects are dealt with quickly and efficiently, report issues through Norfolk County
Council’s official channels:

e Online: Report a highways problem - Norfolk County Council — this is the quickest and most
efficient, and therefore recommended way

e By email: highways@norfolk.gov.uk

e By phone: Customer Service Centre (CSC) — 0344 800 8020 (including out of hours
emergency highways support).

Using these routes ensures reports are entered correctly into council systems and reach the
appropriate highways teams without delay.

By using the official channels it should generate you a reference number so that all issues can be
tracked. | can then use that to escalate any protracted or deteriorating works to highways officers.
The online form is the best way as you can drop a pin on an exact location and upload a photo.

Access to funds for Parish Council and community groups

One thing that hopefully will not be DOGE’d off is the Local Members Fund and the parish
partnership scheme. This has allowed parish councils to embark on some highways schemes and |
am keen to hear from Parish Councils who have plans or projects in the pipeline that | might be able
to support (and thanks to those who have come forward already).

In addition | have shared the link to the ‘Rural Funding Digest’ a monthly list of grants compiled by
the rural services network. Some of this won’t be relevant on North Norfolk but there will be a few
things that might just be what you are looking for: Rural Funding Digest - Rural Services Network

North Norfolk District Council is also launching a fund accessed through your district councillor but |
will leave that to them to report (and if | am your district councillor there will be more in a separate
report).

Keeping safe on or near water

Recent national coverage about the risks of outdoor swimming provides a timely opportunity to
highlight Norfolk County Council’s role in promoting water safety locally.

In Norfolk, this is particularly relevant given the county’s 91 miles of coastline and more than 200
miles of inland waterways.

National water safety experts have recently warned about the dangers of swimming in open water
following a number of drownings across the UK, as people sought to cool off during May’s heatwave.



https://www.northnorfolknews.co.uk/news/26177649.callum-ringers-plea-save-corpusty-primary-school/?fbclid=IwdGRjcASX5_5jbGNrBJfn92V4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHjHmc6Z1EwfmTcOg4-Rjgodx_IxKzV0UlZUlhKgcQg-8jPUW55F4-T_V9Kmn_aem_cgA3CW31WAhjJR9sTZY54g
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/highwaysproblem
mailto:highways@norfolk.gov.uk
https://www.rsnonline.org.uk/tag/rural-funding-digest

The UK’s National Water Safety Forum also released data showing that water-related deaths
increased in May and remained high through the summer, with more than half of incidents taking
place in inland waterways rather than on the coast.

In Norfolk, the County Council works with partners through Norfolk’s Water Safety Forum to help
prevent incidents, reduce risk and raise public awareness about staying safe in and around open
water.

further information and advice on staying safe on or near water can be found on the Norfolk County
Council webpages here.

Parish Council Meetings

You will see the extensive list of parishes above, and, with such a large division with many parish
councils attendance will not always be possible — some evenings have 3 or 4 parish council meetings
at the same time. | will of course do my best to attend as many as | possibly can, and would very
much welcome Parish Council’s to let me know if my attendance would be especially helpful.

One thing that | think often may be of greater advantage, is that where there are specific issues such
as a particular highways matter for example, is that we arrange to meet on site, possibly with
highways staff, to investigate and look into specific issues. Many parish councils will have projects or
programmes of work that are underway and | would welcome to opportunity to be brought up to
speed with those as soon as possible. With probably only two years left for Norfolk County Council
please don’t wait until the next PC meeting before raising anything let’s get the ball rolling sooner if
we can.

Contact Details:
WhatsApp/Phone 07824381519/01603 223054

Email: Callum.Ringer.Clir@norfolk.gov.uk
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